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The Aghlabid Emirate: A Study of Its Emergence under the Abbasid Caliphate, Its
Demographic Structure, and Its Prominent Emirs.

D. ALI B R ELHRABI
Department of History, Faculty of Arts, University of Benghazi

Abstract

The Aghlabid rule in Ifrigiya extended from 184 AH to 296 AH (800-909 CE), following a period
marked by political unrest and successive revolts across the Islamic Maghreb. Their rise to power
came with Abbasid support, establishing a political dependency characterized by a balance between
symbolic allegiance to the Caliphate and de facto autonomy in the administration of local affairs.

A succession of emirs governed the state, with their reigns oscillating between prosperity and
disorder. Among them, Ziyadat Allah I stands out as the most prominent ruler, under whose leadership
the state witnessed notable stability and a significant economic revival.

The Aghlabid Emirate faced substantial challenges from neighboring powers such as the Rustamid
and Tulunid states, in addition to internal strife arising from conflicts among members of the ruling
family. These tensions culminated in the fall of the Emirate at the hands of the Fatimids in 296 AH,
with its last ruler, Ziyadat Allah III, fleeing to the Levant.

This study is guided by two central questions: How did the political dependency between the
Aghlabid Emirate and the Abbasid Caliphate influence the Emirate’s political trajectory? And what
were the factors that contributed to the Emirate’s period of prosperity, followed by its eventual
collapse?

Keywords. Dependency — Aghlabids — Abbasid Caliphate — Ifrigiya
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